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A historian of American history with extensive experience teaching and mentoring undergraduates from diverse backgrounds. Has published articles relating to the interplay of gender in influencing racial extremism and white supremacist groups in 20th-century California. Current PhD dissertation examines white womanhood in right-wing media spaces, from the 1990s to the present.

EDUCATION 
University of California, Santa Barbara                                                                                          2022–Present
Ph.D. Candidate, History 
Dissertation: The Not-So-Dark Web: The Digital Development and Danger of the Right Wing’s White Womanhood 
Chair: Paul Spickard
Committee members: Sarah Case, Salim Yaqub

California State University, Fullerton                                                                                                            2022
M.A. History 
Thesis: Demons in the City of Angels: Neo-Nazis and White Nationalism in Southern
California
Advisor: Allison Varzally 
Committee Members: Natalie Fouseiks, Volker Janssen

University of California, Berkeley                                                                                                                  2019
B.A. History with high distinction
	Thesis: America, Politics, and Sex: What Could Go Wrong? The Orange County Right
Wing and the Battle over Progressive Education
Advisor: Mark Brilliant 

B.A. American Studies with highest distinction                                                                                            2019
Thesis: ‘A Subversive Monstrosity’: The Right-Wing Struggle with History Education in Orange County, California
Advisor: Christine Palmer and Kathleen Moran 

PUBLICATIONS
Bianco, Emma. “The American Right Wing (Studies) Has a Whiteness Problem: A Historical Intervention into 
the Womanosphere.” The Journal of Right Wing Studies (Under Review).

Bianco, Emma. “Demons in the City of Angels: Gay Neo-Nazis in Southern California.” Madison University 
Historical Review 20 (Spring 2023).

Bianco, Emma. “Memorializing a ‘Golden Era’ in the Golden State: The United 
Daughters of the Confederacy in Orange County, CA.” The Southern California Quarterly 104, no.1 (Spring 2022). 
 	
Bianco, Emma. “America, Politics, and Sex: What Could Go Wrong? The Orange 
County Right Wing and the Battle over Progressive Education.” University of Michigan History Journal XV (Spring 2019). 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
“Histories of the Far Right: Methods, Challenges, and Opportunities Roundtable,” Organization of American Historians, San Francisco, April 2027 (forthcoming). 

Bianco, Emma. “A White, Well Womanhood: Wellness and MAHA as a Performance of Whiteness.” Paper to be presented at the Pacific Ancient and Modern Languages Association Conference, Seattle, November 2026 (forthcoming). 

Bianco, Emma. “The White World of the Womanosphere: A Case for Critical Whiteness Studies in the Study of Right-Wing Women.” Paper presented at the Center for Right-Wing Studies, “Women on the Right in U.S. History: Intellectual, Economic, and Political Power,” Berkeley, February 2026.

Bianco, Emma. “From Analog Grandmothers to Digital Daughters: The Right-Wing Womanosphere from the 1970s to Web 2.0.” Paper presented at the American Historical Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, January 2026.

Bianco, Emma. “A Place for Acceptance and Hatred: Gay Neo-Nazis in 1970s Los Angeles.” Paper presented at the American Historical Association Queer History Conference, California State University, Fullerton, June 2024. 

GRANTS & AWARDS
	UC Santa Barbara History Associates Dissertation Award
	2026

	UC Santa Barbara Humanities Research Grant
	2026

	Bancroft Library Summer Research Fellowship
	2025

	University of Southern California Annenberg Research Grant
	2025

	Duke University Rubenstein Library Grant (awarded but declined)
	2025

	Patricia Cohen Endowed Graduate Fellowship, UC Santa Barbara
	2025

	Giles T. Brown Thesis Excellence Award, CSU Fullerton
	2022

	Lawerence De Graaf Outstanding Graduate Student Award, CSU Fullerton
	2021

	Nancy Fitch Women’s History Endowment, CSU Fullerton
	2021

	State Finalist, California State University “Gradslam” Thesis Contest
	2021

	Charlene Conrad Library Prize for Research, UC Berkeley
	2019

	Meyers-Putnam Family Fellowship, UC Berkeley
	2019

	UC Berkeley American Studies Department Citation Award
	2019

	UC Berkeley Summer Research Fellowship
	2018


 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
Instructor of Record—University of California, Santa Barbara                                                  2025–Current 
History 5: History of the Present. Summer 2026.
History 159B: Women in American History, 1770-1900. Fall 2025.   
(Substitute Instructor of Record)
History 74: Poverty, Inequality, and Social Justice. Summer 2025. 

Teaching Assistant—University of California, Santa Barbara                                                      2022–Current
History 17C: American Peoples, 1900-Present. Spring 2023, Summer 2024, Spring 2025. 
History 17B: American Peoples, 1820-1900. Winter 2023, Winter 2024, Winter 2025. 
History 5: History of the Present. Fall 2023, Fall 2024. 
History 2C: World History, 1700-Present. Summer 2023, Spring 2024.
History 74: Poverty, Inequality, and Social Justice. Fall 2022, Fall 2026.

Teaching Assistant and Mentor—University of California, Santa Barbara                                     2023–2024
Summer Research Program                                          
INT 93LS: Interrogating American Politics Through Secularism and Religion. Summer 2024.
INT 199H: Research Mentor Program. Summer 2023.

Reader—California State University, Fullerton.                                                                                          2021
History 480B: American Legal and Constitutional History. Summer 2021.

Reader—University of California, Berkeley                                                                                       2018–2019
American Studies 101AC: Los Angeles. Fall 2018.
American Studies C115: The Age of Noir. Spring 2019.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
Assistant Reviews Editor, The Public Historian, UC Press                                                                 2025–Present
Graduate Student Editor and Researcher, Center for Public History, University of Houston                           2025
Sharing Stories from 1977: Putting the National Women’s Conference on the Map                                            
Co-Curator, Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation                                                                 2024–Present
Assistant Archivist, CSU Fullerton Archives & Special Collections                                                      2021–2022 

UNIVERSITY SERVICE
Promise Scholar Program, Mentor and Mentor Team Leader                                                             2024–Present
Vice President of Student Advocacy, History Graduate Student Association                                         2025–2026
UCSB History Undergraduate Studies Committee                                                                              2025–Present
Secretary, History Graduate Student Association                                                                                    2023–2025

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
American Historical Association 
Organization of American Historians 
Western Historical Association 
Coordinating Council for Women in History
Phi Alpha Theta Honor Society 
Phi Betta Kappa Honor Society 

